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It is my conviction that expression in one’s mother tongue lies at the heart of an individual or 

community’s cultural identity. For centuries, India has been home to hundreds of languages and thousands of 

dialects, making its linguistic and cultural diversity the most unique in the world. In fact, our linguistic diversity is 

one of the cornerstones of our ancient civilisation. As I always emphasise, it is our mother tongue that lends 

expression to our vision and aspirations, our values and ideals, as also our creative and literary endeavours. 

In a speech some years ago, the former UNESCO Director-General, Koïchiro Matsuura, underscored the 

importance of mother tongue when he remarked that “the language we learn from our mothers [mother tongue] 

is the homeland of our innermost thoughts.” He aptly described each language to be “as valuable and distinct as 

every irreplaceable human life”. 

 

Vanishing languages 

While languages are among the key bridges that ensure cultural and civilisational continuity, globalisation 

and Westernisation have impacted not just the growth but also the survival of many of our dialects in this rich 

cultural and linguistic tapestry. Therefore, International Mother Language Day has special significance to the Indian 

context. 

In November 1999, the UNESCO General Conference approved the declaration of February 21 as 

International Mother Language Day, in response to the declining state of many languages; it has been observed 

throughout the world since 2000. UNESCO has been striving to protect the cultural and linguistic diversity of 

member-states through such pro-active international measures. According to the UN agency, at least 43% of the 

estimated 6,000 languages spoken in the world are endangered — an alarming figure indeed! 

 

This year’s subject 

The theme of International Mother Language Day in 2022 — “Using Technology for Multilingual Learning: 

Challenges and Opportunities” — is one of special relevance to us. The underlying concept is to discuss the role of 

technology to further the cause of multilingual education. The central idea is to leverage technology to support 

and enrich the teaching-learning experience on a multi-lingual level. It also aims at achieving a qualitative, 

equitable and inclusive educational experience. Inevitably, the widespread use of technology would fast-track 

development. As the Director-General of UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay, observed in her message, “Technology can 

provide new tools for protecting linguistic diversity. Such tools, for example, facilitating their spread and analysis, 

allow us to record and preserve languages which sometimes exist only in oral form.” 

Multilingual education predicated on the increasing use of one’s mother tongue is a key component of 

inclusion in education. To underscore the importance of mother tongue in laying the foundation for one’s 

intellectual development, I have always likened it to eyesight and spectacles to other languages. Spectacles can 

function only if there is eyesight. When applied to Indian classrooms, a multi-lingual approach would also create 

new pathways of learning by addressing the emerging challenges on a regional and global scale. Seen in its 

entirety, this is in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of “sabka saath, sabka vikas, sabka vishwas”. 

Globally, the role of technology came to the fore during the COVID-19 pandemic when school shutdowns 

forced educators and learners to adapt themselves to online education. Over weeks and months, this became the 

new normal across the world, though it did present a host of new challenges. These include the requisite skills 

employed in distance teaching, Internet access, and, importantly, adapting materials and content in diverse 

languages. While the central and State governments are taking active measures to promote digital learning, it 

becomes our responsibility to ensure that there is no digital divide. 

 

Direction of the NEP 

It would be pertinent to note that the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a visionary document which 

encourages the use of mother tongue as the medium of instruction till at least Class five but preferably till Class 

eight and beyond. In drawing up a road map for the future, the NEP seeks to tailor the teaching and learning 

process and modify it by making it holistic, value-based and inclusive. The use of mother tongue in teaching is 

bound to create a positive impact on learning outcomes, as also the development of the cognitive faculties of 

students. 

There is a pressing need to create and improve scientific and technical terminology in Indian languages. 

This would help transform the educational experience by making existing knowledge systems in a range of 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (29
th

-MARCH-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

disciplines accessible to learners. It would be relevant to recall the words of the renowned physicist, Sir C.V. 

Raman, who observed with great clarity and vision that “we must teach science in our mother tongue. Otherwise, 

science will become a highbrow activity. It will not be an activity in which all people can participate.” 

 

Helping students 

Sir C.V. Raman’s observation has a prophetic ring of truth when we see it in the light of the fact that we 

have been able to create a large English-based education system which includes colleges that offer courses in 

medicine and multiple disciplines of engineering. This impressive system paradoxically excludes a vast majority of 

learners in our country from accessing higher education. Therefore, the need to build an effective multilingual 

education system across diverse streams and disciplines becomes all the more imperative. It is important to bear in 

mind that in a survey conducted by the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in 2020 involving over 

83,000 students, nearly 44% of students voted in favour of studying engineering in their mother tongue, 

highlighting a critical need in technical education. 

In this context, the collaboration between the AICTE and IIT Madras to translate some courses on the 

central government’s e-learning platform, Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM) into 

eight regional languages such as Tamil, Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Malayalam and Gujarati, is 

commendable. Such tech-led initiatives will serve to democratise higher education. At the same time, the decision 

of the AICTE to permit B. Tech programmes in 11 native languages, in tune with the NEP, is a historic move which 

would open the door for students to a wide range of opportunities; the languages are Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, 

Telugu, Kannada, Gujarati, Malayalam, Bengali, Assamese, Punjabi and Odia. 

Additionally, learning in (your) mother tongue is at the core of building a sense of self-esteem and 

identity. While I feel that one must accord equal respect to all languages, there is a tendency, which must be noted 

with regret, among some educators and parents to take a condescending view of education in Indian languages in 

preference to English language learning. As a result, children’s access to their mother tongue becomes restricted, 

leading to a sort of socio-cultural rootlessness, especially if corrective steps are not taken. We have to teach our 

children not to mistake competence in English to be a yardstick of intellectual superiority or as a prerequisite for 

achieving success in life. 

 

Examples to emulate 

Our policy-planners, educators, parents and opinion leaders must bear in mind that when it comes to 

education in mother tongue and local languages, we can take the cue from European countries as well as Asian 

powers such as Japan, China and Korea, among others. 

According to the Language Census, whose findings were widely reported in 2018, India is home to 19,500 

languages or dialects, of which 121 languages are spoken by 10,000 or more people in our country. It is our 

collective responsibility to revive and revitalise the 196 Indian languages which fall under the “endangered” 

category. Let us not forget that every single language constitutes a cultural crucible which stores the distilled 

knowledge and the wisdom of our collective consciousness — our values, traditions, stories, behaviour and norms, 

proverbs, sayings and idioms. Co-existing over centuries, borrowing from and nurturing each other, our languages 

are interwoven with our individual, local and national identity. 

 

 tap (verb) – make use of, put to use, use, utilize, 

deploy, draw on, exploit. 

 multilingual (adjective) – using several languages. 

 relevance (noun) – significance, importance. 

 conviction (noun) – belief, opinion, view, thought, 

idea, ideal, principle.  

 expression (noun) – utterance, voicing, articulation. 

 at the heart of (phrase) – at the most important 

part of. 

 identity (noun) – a social category, a set of persons 

marked by a label and distinguished by rules 

deciding membership and (alleged) characteristic 

features or attributes; individuality, character, 

originality. 

 dialect (noun) – local language, regional language, 

variety of language. 

 linguistic (adjective) – relating to language; lingual. 

 diversity (noun) – existence/presence of different 

people (from a variety of backgrounds and 

perspectives ranging from race to age to gender to 

hometown to educational experience) within 

group; variety, variance, difference. 

 cornerstone (noun) – mainstay, linchpin, backbone, 

central component. 
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 civilisation (noun) – culture, enlightenment, way of 

life. 

 emphasise (verb) – call/draw attention to, put 

stress on, underscore, highlight. 

 lend (verb) – give, provide, impart, contribute. 

 ideal (noun) – morals, morality, ethics, code of 

behaviour; principle, standard, rule of living, moral 

value, belief, conviction. 

 literary (noun) – connected with the writing, study, 

or appreciation of literature. 

 endeavour (noun) – activity, pursuit; aim/effort. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 aptly (adverb) – suitably, perfectly, rightly. 

 irreplaceable (adjective) – unique, incomparable, 

unparalleled, priceless, invaluable. 

 vanish (verb) – disappear, come to an end, end, 

cease to exist. 

 bridge (noun) – link, connection, means of uniting. 

 civilisational (adjective) – relating to civilisation 

(culture, customs, way of life). 

 globalisation (noun) – the process of making the 

trade of goods and services equivalent in all nations 

(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 westernization (noun) – a process whereby 

societies come under or adopt Western (European 

and North American) culture. 

 tapestry (noun) – a set of complex & complicated 

events. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 state (noun) – condition, position, situation, 

circumstances. 

 strive (verb) – try, attempt, make every effort. 

 pro-active (adjective) – aggressive. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk, put at 

risk, put in danger. 

 alarming (adjective) – worrying, disturbing, 

shocking/distressing. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 underlying (adjective) – fundamental, basic, 

elementary, root, intrinsic. 

 leverage (verb) – use or utilize something to 

maximum advantage. 

 enrich (verb) – enhance, improve, add to, augment, 

reinforce. 

 qualitative (adjective) – relating to the quality of 

something. 

 equitable (adjective) – fair, just, impartial. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, including all the 

parties/groups involved in something. 

 inevitably (adverb) – unavoidably, certainly, 

definitely. 

 fast-track (verb) – increase or step up the progress 

of a project. 

 predicate on/upon (phrasal verb) – base, be 

dependent, found, premise. 

 lay the foundation (phrase) – (figuratively) to 

create basic ideas from which something bigger 

evolves. (literally) to create basic (underground) 

structures from which something bigger develops. 

 intellectual (adjective) – mental, cognitive; rational, 

psychological, abstract, conceptual, theoretical, 

analytical, logical. 

 liken something/someone to (verb) – compare, 

equate, corelate, match. 

 eyesight (noun) – observation, perception, visual 

perception. 

 spectacle (noun) – display, show. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 in its entirety (phrase – completely, as a whole. 

 in line with (phrase) – in alignment with, in 

accordance with, conforming to. 

 to the fore (phrase) – predominant, most 

important, dominant, major/main (position). 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 shutdown (noun) – closure of a (complete) system; 

closing down, winding up. 

 the new normal (phrase) – an earlier unusual 

situation that becomes a standard now. 

 a host of (noun) – a lot, large number, great 

quantity. 

 requisite (adjective) – necessary, required, 

essential, indispensable, vital, needed. 

 digital divide (noun) – the growing gap between 

the people who do not have access to computers or 

the internet and the people who have access. 

 pertinent (adjective) – relevant, to the point, 

apposite, appropriate, suitable, applicable. 

 visionary (adjective) – creative, insightful, 

ingenious, enterprising, innovative, far-sighted, 

shrewd, wise. 

 draw up (phrasal verb) – formulate, frame, draft, 

prepare, think up, devise, work out, plan, conceive. 

 road map (noun) – plan/strategy to do something 

successfully. 

 tailor (verb) – customize, adapt, adjust, modify, 

change. 
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 holistic (adjective) – relating to an integrated 

approach that takes care of the “whole thing”, 

instead of certain parts in it. 

 bound to (adjective) – certain, sure, very likely, 

guaranteed. 

 cognitive (adjective) – mental, emotional, 

intellectual, rational. 

 faculty (noun) – power, capability, capacity, facility, 

potential, potentiality. 

 pressing (adjective) – urgent, critical, crucial, 

important. 

 terminology (noun) – terms, expressions, words, 

language, parlance. 

 recall (verb) – remember, recollect, call to mind, 

think of. 

 renowned (adjective) – famous, celebrated, famed, 

eminent, distinguished, acclaimed, prominent, 

great, esteemed. 

 highbrow (adjective) – intellectual, scholarly, 

cultured, sophisticated, academic, educated, well 

informed, erudite, learned. 

 highbrow activity (noun) – an activity that it is 

intellectual, academic, and is often difficult to 

understand. 

 prophetic (adjective) – predictive, visionary, far-

seeing, inspired. 

 have a ring of truth (phrase) – to seem to be true. 

 in the light of (phrase) – considering, taking into 

account, keeping in mind. 

 paradoxically (adverb) – contradictorily, 

inconsistently, incongruously. 

 stream (noun) – branch, group, trade, track (as a 

field of study based on ability). 

 discipline (noun) – field, specialty, branch of 

activity. 

 all the more (phrase) – much more, even more. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, crucial, 

critical, essential, necessary. 

 bear/keep in mind (phrase) – take into account, 

consider, heed. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approving of. 

 Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring 

Minds (SWAYAM) (noun) – a Sanskrit acronym that 

stands for “Study Webs of Active-Learning for 

Young Aspiring Minds” is an Indian MOOC (Massive 

Open Online Course) platform. 

 Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) (noun) – 

courses delivered online and accessible to all for 

free. 

 commendable (adjective) – admirable, 

praiseworthy, laudable, exemplary, exceptional, 

noteworthy. 

 serve (verb) – be of service to, be of use to, help, 

give help to, assist. 

 democratise (verb) – make something available to 

everyone. 

 in tune with (phrase) – in accordance with, in 

agreement with. 

 open the door (phrase) – provide someone 

opportunities (for success). 

 self-esteem (noun) – self-confidence, confidence, 

self-assurance, dignity, self-respect. 

 accord (verb) – give, grant, tender, present, award. 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, leaning, 

penchant.  

 regret (noun) – sadness, sorrow, disappointment, 

dismay, unhappiness, dejection, grief. 

 condescending (adjective) – disdainful, superior, 

egotistic, patronizing; dominant, domineering. 

 rootlessness (noun) – loneliness, alienation, 

isolation, unhappiness, homelessness. 

 competence (noun) – knowledge, expertise, skill, 

talent. 

 yardstick (noun) – standard, measure, criterion, 

norm. 

 pre-requisite (noun) – precondition, necessary 

condition, essential, requirement. 

 emulate (verb) – imitate, follow, mirror; take as a 

model, take as an example. 

 take one’s cue from (phrase) – follow the advice of 

someone, be highly influenced by someone; follow, 

imitate, copy, mimic. 

 census (noun) – an official survey, particularly of a 

population. 

 revive (verb) – revitalize, resuscitate, fortify, 

strengthen. 

 endangered (adjective) – in peril, in jeopardy, at 

risk, unsafe, unprotected. 

 crucible (noun) – (severe) situation; trial, test, 

ordeal. 

 distilled (adjective) – extracted the most important 

aspects of something. 

 consciousness (noun) – awareness, knowledge, 

realization, recognition. 

 nurture (verb) – encourage, promote, stimulate, 

foster, further, advance, boost, strengthen. 

 interweave (verb) – intertwine, entwine, interlink, 

link, connect closely. 
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